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NATIONAL MONUMENT ISSUES 

 Transparency  

 The proposed Grand Canyon Watershed N at iona l  Monument  seeks  to  bypass  publ i c  
input  and comments  f rom loca l  ind iv idua ls  and ent i t ies  that  may  be  impacted by  a  
des ignat ion.   

 Pro jects  and management  p lans  must  go  through the  N at iona l  Env i ronmental  Po l i cy  
Act  (NEPA)  rev iews  before  dec i s ions  are  made on federa l  lands .   The  except ion i s  
N at ional  Monuments  which  are  not  subject  to  N EPA unt i l  a f ter  the  des ignat ion  which  
changes  management  in  to  the  future .    

 Monuments  may  restr i c t  access  to  natura l  resources ,  recreat ion and product ion  f rom 
the  land inc lud ing  catt le  graz ing .   

 Management 

 A major i ty  o f  graz ing  i s  removed f rom monuments  dur ing  the  10  year  N EPA p lanning  
process .    

 Ant iqui t ies  which  are  to  be  protected are  unc lear  and become cumbersome for  land 
manag ing  agenc ies  and dec i s ions  are  lef t  to  the  courts .   

 Land manag ing  agenc ies  spend more  t ime and resources  in  deve loping  p lans  and 
execut ing  them for  nat iona l  monuments .    

 Over  t ime nat iona l  monuments  that  have  h indered product ion  f rom the  land and use  
o f  recreat ion  have  dr iven nearby  towns to  become ghost  towns.   

 



 The federal government already controls over half the land in 
Arizona. The best way to protect Arizona’s land and natural 
resources is not to turn over even more territory to bureaucrats 
in Washington, but rather to entrust its care to the people who 
know the land best—those here in the state.  

 

 The proposed Grand Canyon Watershed National Monument, if  
enacted, typifies the type of abuse and federal overreach long -
perpetrated under the Antiquities Act.  

 

 Support legislation and work like Congressman Gosar ’s  that limit 
the abuse of the Antiquities Act.  

CONCLUSION  


